FOREWORD

Scientists must publish. It is said that a good research work is not really finished until you have
written and published it, so it is available to other people.

This is how science evolves. Results must be communicated and discussed with the rest of the
scientific community to be validated or refuted. Moreover, they need to be shared with the rest of
society because science should benefit us all.

However, useful research is often locked inside institutions, published as internal reports only.
Other interesting results lie in libraries as thesis and monographs, out of the reach of the scientific
community. In many cases, this knowledge takes too long come to light, if it is ever published as
regular articles.

Scientific journals seem to have evolved in two different directions. On the one hand, the number of
scientific journals has increased enormously. On the other hand, several of the most traditional and
prestigious journals have become almost impenetrable for scientists based outside developed
countries or away from science epicentres. A very high percentage of manuscripts submitted to
these journals by scientists from other regions get the usual reply “your article is fine, but only of
regional interest”.

At the same time, we suffer increasing pressure from Scientific Committees, Research Councils,
. Education Ministries, etc., to publish regularly and, preferably, in widely diffused, high standard
journals in order to receive funding or either obtain or secure a position as researchers, professors
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